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Understanding religion’s role
in the 21st century helps
us navigate increasingly

intertwined communities

and enable pursuit of peace

By Eric 0. Hanson

The fall of the Berlin Wall, the attack of Sept. 11 and the confusion of
the Iraq war have left us grasping for ways to raake sense of our in-
ereasingly complicated, fast-changing worid.

How do we understand and pian for the new and future relation-
ships among nation states, multinational curporations, media con-
glomerates, terrorist groups and other global actors?

We in Silicon Vailey have a privileged perspective, thanks to the val-
ley's rapid technological progress and the pluralistic world views of
our diverse cornmunity.

We grasp that former House Speaker Tip O'Neill and New York
Times eolumnist Thomas Friedman are both right: All future politics
will be both loeal and global. But Friedman's l’fat world view misses
the increasing and diverse impact of religion in the post-Cold War
world, from jSan Jose to Baghdad,

Immigration has greatly enriched Silicon Valley's religious diversi-
mhelping to create a model environment for global understanding.
ligion 1s also shaping Iraq's future, which would be considerab!
worse without the national moral leadership of Grand Ayatollah Ali
Sistani. That the secular Ahmed Chalabi could lead that country was

a Defense Department fantasy.
To make sense of the 21st century, we must pay greater attention to
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ERIC 0. HANSON, professor of political sclence at Santa Clara University,
is the author of the just-released “Religion and Politics in the International System
Today." He wrote this article for the Mercury News.
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